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Basant K Chaudhary needs
no introduction. As chairman
of Norvic Hospital, he
spoke to Terence Lee of
THT Perspectives on the
hospital’s plans to tie up
with Medanta the Medicity,
world class hospital in India,
and on challenges facing
Basant
K Chaudhary
the
health care
sector
in Nepal. Excerpts:

countries, medical facilities have
grown phenomenally. In India,
medical facilities are at par
with Europe and big business
houses are investing in medical
services. The government has
recognised this and given a lot of
input and facilities.
In India for a good medical
project, the government provides
free land for 99 years. There
is no import duty on equipment.
When
you
have
such
facilities, you can demand that
medical facilities be provided
at affordable costs. In real terms,
all these taxes in Nepal make
medical services very expensive.
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“If my employees make any mistake, they
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The cost of corruption

Chambers and associations must push for more accountability and effectiveness

I

and not others because we do not
believe in collecting patients and
sending them to other countries
for treatment. We want to bring
Medanta’s skills, technology and
know-how into Nepal to treat our
people here. Medanta will impart
knowledge and skills and
enhance our facilities. We are
capable of handling all critical

[

the rural areas?
The government is always
talking about promoting the
private sector, but in reality,
that’s not a priority for them. For
so many years now they have
been busy fighting for their own
rights and I don’t think they are
promoting the private sector
investment in health. We are

“We want to bring
Medanta’s skills,
technology and knowhow
into Nepal to treat our
people here”

]

We pay duty on equipment we
import, we pay land tax, income
tax and we are treated like any
other manufacturing industry.
Although we are into health
service which is not moneymaking business, there are
costs involved. We cannot sell a
product cheaper than the cost.
If you look at neighbouring

responsiblebusiness

The cost of corruption

develop Norvic as a medicity
in Nepal. Medicity is a concept
of a medical city that along with
world class health facilities has
a hotel, a mall, entertainment
shopping and everything you
need attached. It’s a complete
city
where
my
medical
college, my diagnostic centre and
everything is in there.
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